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A Note from the Editors

Eight of the articles included in this issue of Harvard Ukrainian Studies
were presented at the McMaster Conference on the Culture of Kievan Rus',
held at McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, 31 May-2 June 1987, in
commemoration of the millennium of Christianity in Rus'-Ukraine and of
the centennial of McMaster University.

The initiative and the sponsorship for the conference came from the
Very Rev. Roman Hankevych of the Holy Spirit Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Hamilton, Ontario, as his own and his parishioners contribution to the
millennium celebrations. The conference was also sponsored by McMaster
University and its Interdepartmental Committee for Communist and East
European Affairs.

Support for and organization of the conference was provided by Peter J.
Potichnyj, professor of political science at McMaster University, who, as
conference coordinator and chairman of the organizing committee, was
instrumental in bringing the conference to fruition. He was assisted by the
members of the conference and organizing committees: Professors Miro-
slav Labunka (LaSalle College), Omeljan Pritsak (Harvard University), Ihor
Sevcenko (Harvard University), George Thomas (Chairman, Interdepart-
mental Committee for Communist and East European Affairs, McMaster
University), and John C. Weaver (Chairman, Centennial Committee,
McMaster University).

Harvard Ukrainian Studies is pleased to publish those papers which met
the scholarly criteria and the scope of the journal and which had not been
published elsewhere, thus bringing together in one publication as many of
the conference papers as possible. Those papers included here are the ones
by Johan Callmer, Volodymyr Mezentsev, Thomas S. Noonan, Donald
Ostrowski, Jaroslaw Pelenski, Gerhard Podskalsky, Andrzej Poppe, and
Petro P. Tolochko. For technical reasons, the paper by Omeljan Pritsak
appeared in volume 10, number 3/4 (December 1986) of Harvard
Ukrainian Studies.

Omeljan Pritsak
Ihor Sevcenko



Principal Aspects and Problems of Theology in Kievan Rus'

GERHARD PODSKALSKY

In the course of a lecture on the literature of Kievan Rus', a historian of
Russian literature—an expert on the early Middle Ages—suddenly expostu-
lated: "Kievan theology—is there such a thing?" Good Protestant that he
was, he associated the concept of "theology" with the two standard courses
offered at universities today: historical-critical exegesis, and systematic
and speculative dogmatics. If we take theology to mean this particular use
of language, then in Kievan Rus' there was no such thing. If we neverthe-
less refer to "Kievan theology," we must use the concept in a more general
sense, one that is more closely related to pluralistic, patristic modes of
expression.1 Then theology becomes a Christian, spiritual dimension
belonging to disparate literary genres, with a heavy concentration in the
areas of homiletics, hagiography, and ascetics, together with the liturgical
poetry that embraces all three sectors.

The theology of Kievan Rus' is characterized by several limiting factors,
for example, the often emphasized "falling away" from the classical
tradition—Greek philosophy—in the old Slavic translations. But this theol-
ogy possesses no specific characteristics, if we understand these to be
themes or teachings absent from its principal source areas, either Byzantium
or Slavia Christiana. My remarks are therefore concerned only with several
known or supposed problem areas or principal themes that, within the frame
of reference outlined, can be discovered in the literature that originated in
Kiev. Any drawing of conclusions from these observations is, of course,
provisional, due to the denial of access to the manuscripts.

I. PROBLEMS IN THE THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE

Whereas a whole series of disciplinary trials on matters of doctrine took
place in the Byzantine church during the eleventh to thirteenth centuries—
for instance, the trials of Johannes Italus and Eustratius of Nicea—it is
remarkable that Kievan Rus' knew only a few, apparently minor, incidents
of this kind. These include the temporary schism following the election (on

1 On this, see J. Stiglmayr, "Mannigfache Bedeutungen von 'Theologie' und 'Theologen',"
Theologie und Glaube 11 (1919): 296-309, especially 308f.
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21 July 1147) of the second Rus'-born metropolitan, Klim Smoliatich; the
debate over fasting on Wednesdays and Fridays (1157-68), which con-
cluded with a compromise engineered by Constantinople and—the Rus'
sources (Laurentian Chronicle, concerning 1164) to the contrary—cannot
be called an actual "heresy"; and finally, the two examinations—ending in
a total rehabilitation—of the eschatological sermons of the monk-priest
Avraamii of Smolensk (ca. 1150-1220),2 to which I will return later. I
shall discuss these problem areas, as well as the polemics against the
"Latins," who were essentially all living abroad in the West.

A. Arianism

Apart from the problem areas noted, Soviet and other researchers in both
the East and the West have speculated that there were other doctrinal defen-
sive battles, e.g., christological ones, that might have led to conflicts with
Arian or Arian-sounding heresies. The initial impetus for these specula-
tions came from the translation into Old Slavic (in tenth-century Bulgaria)
of anti-Arian sermons, for which a current need was postulated,3 and from
Old Rus' sources containing Arian-tainted statements or polemical refer-
ences to Arianism. The question is: by which avenue did Arian thought
reach the Rus'? It is purely hypothetical to assume a connection here with
the Arian Germanic tribes that had originally settled in Southwest Rus' (the
Carpathians), for example, the Gepidae, who were conquered as early as
567. But we should consider the relevant passages in Kievan literature
itself, first in writings by those suspected of Arianism.

To start with, we have the second of the two professions of faith that
Volodimer is said to have made when he was baptized, namely, the one that

2 See G. Podskalsky, Christentum und theologische Literatur in der Kiever Rus' (988-1237)
(Munich, 1982), pp. 43-50.
3 We are concerned here with four homilies by Athanasius of Alexandria, although the Rus'
manuscripts are later, dating from the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. See A. Vaillant,
Discours contre les Ariens de S. Athanase (Sofia, 1954), pp. 20-265; I. Dujcev, "Literatur
und Kunst gegen 'Ariana haeresia' in Sudost-Europa," Slovo 25/26 (1976): 203-211; I.
Dujcev, "L'oeuvre de Methode d'Olympe 'De libero arbitrio' et les discussions entre ortho-
doxes et heretiques," Bakanica 8 (1977): 115-27, esp. 116, fn. 1; A. Milev,
"Starobalgarskijat prevod na 'Chetiri slova protiv arianite'," Starobdlgarska literatura 2
(1977): 61-73; K. Kuev, "Arianstvo," in Kirilo-Metodievska Enciklopedija, vol. 1 (Sofia,
1985), pp. 103f. Even the reference to Bogomilism in Bulgaria cannot be proved.

The same dating holds for an anonymous Rus' sermon on the fathers of the Council of
Nicaea, "Against the Heretic Areios." See I. Kupriianov, "Pamiatniki drevnei russkoi slo-
vesnosti," in Zhurnal Ministerstva narodnogo prosveshcheniia, 1854, vol. 84, section 2, pp.
180-82 (edition from the Sbornik of the sixteenth century).
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goes back to the Byzantine monk Michael Synkellus (ca. 760-846).4 The
version in the chronicles, which is presumed to be more recent than the
translation in the Izbornik Sviatoslava 1073 g. (though not dependent on
it),5 contains several statements that are considered—due to the omission,
interpretation, or translation of Greek terms—to be typically Arian, particu-
larly the assertion that the Son is "similar in essence" to the Father
(podoben sushchen) or the Holy Ghost "similar in perfection" to the
Father and the Son (podobnosversheno), whereas the Greek original has the
well-known term "6u.oowio<;" for the Son and the Holy Ghost.6 But a
comparison with other declarations of the same professions of faith, e.g.,
the recognition of the ecumenical councils, leads to the conclusion that the
translator in no way had in mind a total Arian purging of the Greek text;
presumably the editor of the chronicle just used an extant form of the source
text, where the "Arianisms" were attributable either to a corrupt source
("6um'oi>oio<;" for "ouocuaioq") or else to the translator's lack of con-
centration or skill.7

A passage in Kirill of Turov's first sermon to the monks also poses an
apparent problem. There, in the explication of the parable of the halt and
the blind, along with an allusion to Gen. 1:26f., Christ is called a man "not
as an image, but as a likeness (ne obrazom, no pritcheiu ) ."8 Are we to con-
clude from this, as have the authors of a recent study,9 that here Kirill, who
adamantly rejected Arianism in his canonical sermon on the Council of
Nicaea (traditional for the Sunday after the Feast of the Ascension), himself
fell victim to Arianism? Not at all, for Kirill was simply harking back to
the exegesis (of Gen. 1:26f.) formulated earlier by Clemens of Alexandria
and Origen: it sets forth the idea that man has to travel an upward path from

4 Edition: B. Montfaucon, Bibliotheca Coisliniana (Paris, 1715), pp. 90-93; here 91-93.
5 See P. Potapov, "K voprosu o literaturnom sostave letopisi," Russkii filologichnyi vestnik
63 (1910): 1-13 (with a good bibliography); see also "The Troickij Sbomik," Polata
K"nigopis"naja 21/22 (1988): 181f. (Napisanie o vere).
6 Povest' vremennykh let, in Polnoe sobranie russkikh letopisei (hereafter PSRL), vol. 1 (Len-
ingrad, 1926), col. 112 (rpt., Handbuch zur Nestorchronik, vol. 1 (Munich, 1977). For a tex-
tual comparison, see M. I. Suchomlinov, "Issledovaniia po drevnei russkoi literature," Sbomik
Otdeleniia russkogo iazyka i slovesnosti 85, no. 1 (1908): 71 -74; here 72.
7 N. Nikol'skii, "Materialy dlia istorii drevnerusskoi dukhovnoi pis'mennosti," pt. 1, Sbor-
nik Otdeleniia russkogo iazyka i slovesnosti 82, no. 4 (1907): 1-8; Potapov, "K voprosu." On
the more general aspects of this issue, see A. Gezen, Istoriia slavianskago perevoda simvolov
very (St. Petersburg, 1884) (=Ocerki i zametki iz oblasti filologii, istorii i filosofii, 1).
8 K. Kalaidovich, Pamiatniki rossiiskoi slovesnosti XI! veka (Moscow, 1821), p. 136 (rpt.,
Kirill von Turov: Zwei Erzdhlungen [Munich, 1964]); see also I. P. Eremin, "Literaturnoe
nasledie Kirilla Turovskogo," Trudy Otdela drevnerusskoi literatury (hereafter TODRL), 12
(1956): 342.
9 A. F. Zamaleev and V. A. Zots, Mysliteli Kievskoi Rusi (Kiev, 1981), pp. 104f.


